
 
  UUSD Newsletter ■ MARCH 2017 
 

March 5 — Stewardship Sunday: What Is It We 
Love? Rev. Paula Maiorano, Interim Minister:  
Our religious community and spiritual home is 
nourished by the annual pledges we make each 
year. As we kick off the March Stewardship 
Campaign, it is a good time to reflect on all that 
we love about UUSD. This service includes a 
shout out for International Women’s Day, March 
8. 
 
March 12 — Fun for the Spirit: Rev. Paula 
Maiorano, Interim Minister and Members of 
the UUSD Fundraising Committee:  In Part II 
of “What It is We Love,” members of the UUSD 
Fundraising Committee join Rev. Maiorano to 
share what motivates them to work so hard 
building community by putting the fun in 
fundraising. 
 
March 19 - Let’s Face It! Rev. Paula Maiorano, 
Interim Minister: All humans have unconscious 
bias. The ability to categorize friend and foe 
helped early humans to survive, but today it is 
the foundation of stereotypes and prejudices. In 
this service, Rev Maiorano explores how we can 
identify and change our hidden biases before 
they lead to discrimination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 26 — Social Justice as Spiritual Practice: 
Rev. Greg Chute, Minister, Unitarian Universalists 
of Central Delaware:  We Unitarians and 
Universalists claim to have a deep commitment to 
social justice. Many of us also claim to be searching for 
something we often call "spiritual," but are not sure 
what that means. Perhaps we can find spirituality in 
our social action and community involvement. Rev. 
Chute was raised in the Unitarian faith, was ordained in 
1994, and is currently serving part-time at the UUs of 
Central Delaware. Greg lives in Newark with his wife, 
two dogs, two cats, and a rose garden. 
 
 

Sunday Services  at  10:00 a.m. 
Religious  Education  &  Childcare 
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NOTE:  NEW DATE AND TIME FOR BOARD MEETINGS 
The Board has approved a change in their meeting schedule. Future Board meetings will be held on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. The next Board meeting is scheduled for March 15 at 5:30 p.m.   
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REV. PAULA MAIORANO, INTERIM MINISTER 

 
A VOTE FOR YOUR FUTURE 

 
The gathered UUSD community of members will vote on May 7 on the decision to 
install your ministerial candidate selected by the Search Committee after a full 
year of activity leading to this crucial day. 
 
If you are not yet a member, but wish to vote on this critical decision, the UUSD 
bylaws require that you must become a member thirty days prior to a 
congregation meeting. 
 
Several avenues are available to those seeking membership, including a 
conversation with me. One really good approach, that is both fun and allows you 

to connect with others also wanting membership, is our twice-annual UU 101 class offered by the co-chairs of the 
Adult Religious Education Committee, Betty Kirk and Len Bowman, and me. In this issue of the newsletter, you 
will read more about these classes offered March 18 and 25, allowing time for discernment on membership before 
April 11, the deadline for joining in order to vote on the UUSD ministerial candidate. Existing members who 
joined without taking the class are also invited to participate in UU 101. 
 
We have a good time and people always learn a lot about our faith and one another. 
 
Hope I see you there. 
 
In peace, Rev. Paula 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN — GARY COLANGELO 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES PRIORITIES FOR THE CURRENT YEAR 
 
Since August of last year, the Board has been maintaining a list of UUSD 
priorities — actions or changes we would like to see happen during the current 
fiscal year. At our February meeting, we reviewed and updated the priorities 
and the status of each of the following. 
 
Grow [increase] membership, diversity,  Addressed in growth plan 
and [young] families      
 
Communication between the BOT and  Current focus 
Committees 
 
Value and appreciate current members   Plan completed 
 
Market and publish UUSD in the community  Addressed in the Growth Plan 
 
Make financial picture clear to all   Deferred to Finance Committee 
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Exhale [take time out]     Planning event for Rev Paula 
 
Human Resource Management fix [bring HRM  Deferred to Leadership Team 
in compliance with state and federal regulations  
and UUA standards]       
 
Out in the community [more exposure for UUSD] Addressed in the Growth Plan 
  
Growth Plan — finish and [continue to] implement Board now owns Growth Plan 
 
Accepting Financial Contributions Policy revision  New priority February 2017 
and expansion        
 
These priorities were developed from each Board member’s experience and knowledge of UUSD, their 
participation in committees and covenant groups, informal communication with members and friends, and the 
ministerial search survey. Are we on the right track and adequately responding to the needs, concerns, and 
ambitions of UUSD members and friends? Please let us know.   
 
Gary Colangelo, President, Board of Trustees 
 
 
 

LIFESPAN FAITH DEVELOPMENT — AMBER PETERSON 
  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
 
A few weeks ago there was an “I Made A Difference” sign in the Gathering Area that 
was created by our Grades 6 — 9 as part of one of their lessons. Above the title was 
written, “Adults: Write inspiring stuff.” The purpose of the lesson was for our youth 
to understand how they can or have made a difference, since it is sometimes 
challenging for young people to put their feelings and values into actions, or to 
acknowledge the small things they do as valuable.  
 
The congregation was invited to sign it as well, so that the youth might be 
encouraged to new actions as they get older. Some comments were very specific 
actions like, “encouraging my friend to take her community service program to 
school so more people could participate,” “taking care of my siblings when they were 
sick,” “making our home’s carbon footprint as small as possible!,” and “marching in 

the Women’s March on DC to protest our rights as women being taken away!” Others were generally 
encouraging actions like, “Do what you can, no matter how small,” “Show Love,” “Have courage and be kind,” “to 
show people love still exists by saying a lot,” and “helping the children all over the world have a good education.”  
 
While there is always much to be done, there are many among us working for a better world. And, as we grow 
older and we tire of carrying the torch, the young of tomorrow will not only “rage against the dying of the light,” 
but also will work to make it shine more brightly. Pass on your wisdom when you have the opportunity. The 
spark you light today, will light the way for years to come. Namaste. 

 
Amber Peterson, Director, Lifespan Faith Development 
 
 



 

4 
 

NEWS FROM YOUR UUSD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
The meeting agenda and all reports for each meeting, including those described below, may be viewed on the 
UUSD website in the members-only section at http://uussd.org/index.php/board-of-trustees-meeting-
minutes.html.  

 
HIGHLIGHTS:  FEBRUARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES (BOT) MEETING 

— Gwen Johnson, Secretary, Board of Trustees 
 

Approved: The Board of Trustees (BOT) approved the minutes of the January 10, 2017 meeting, the Minister’s 
Report, and the Financial Report.  

Financial Reports: Pat Murdock, Finance Officer:  Pat provided a detailed explanation of the Balance Sheet, 
and Income and Expense Statement for January 2017 to ensure that all BOT members understand UUSD’s 
financial position. Pat said UUSD is in a strong financial position.   
  
Announcements:  Gary Colangelo, President:   

 JoAnne Saltzberg has replaced Walt Smith, who resigned from the Board of Trustees for health reasons. 

 Gary shared a thank you letter from the JPD Chalice Lighter Grant Committee, which held a meeting at 
UUSD on January 28. The letter thanked Pat Murdock for arranging the food, drink, and providing a warm 
welcome. They also thanked Pat and Ron Schaeffer, Sharon and Arlen Herb, and Betty Kirk for their home 
hospitality for members of the Chalice Lighter Grant Committee during their stay. 

 
Committee Reports:  

 Property (PM) Management:  Gary Schmidt, Co-Chair:  Gary reported on the items contained in the 
“Property Management Committee (PMC) Report dated February 14, 2017.” Gary said there were 240 cars 
and 225 people in the sanctuary (55 were members of the chorus on the stage) on February 12, 2017 for the 
Southern Delaware Chorale. This event was a huge success for UUSD. UUSD handled the parking and 
exiting of all attendees in a safe and orderly manner.  
 

 Social & Environmental Justice:  Don Peterson, Chair:   
o Delaware Civil Rights Coalition: Don provided an update on the refugee project and UUSD’s proposed 

membership in the Delaware Civil Rights Coalition. The Coalition is sponsoring two refugees, who are 
Pakistani Christians. They arrived at Dulles Airport on February 17. This Coalition is a “boots on the 
ground” organization to help whenever there are instances of hate, homophobia, islamophobia, etc., and 
UUSD’s Social & Environmental Justice committee has joined the Coalition. Don requested the BOT 
approve UUSD joining this Coalition, which would require no financial commitment from UUSD. The 
BOT unanimously approved this motion. 

o UUA/UUSC Declaration of Conscience: Gary Colangelo recommended the BOT approve UUSD 
members supporting and signing the UUA/UUSC Declaration of Conscience. The BOT unanimously 
approved this motion. 
 

 Church Council:  Sharon Herb, Vice President:  Sharon reported on the status of the Church Council name 
change and committee charge updates. Sharon will report back to the Board in March with an update on 
committee charge updates. Sharon said most people did not seem to mind either way whether the group is 
called the Program Council or the Church Council. 
   

 Growth Plan:  Joanne Saltzberg, Chair, Long-Range Planning Committee:  Gary discussed setting 
priorities, and he revisited the list the BOT developed in August 2016 as our priorities for this year. There was 
a lengthy discussion by all BOT members about communication between committee chairs, Church Council, 

http://uussd.org/index.php/board-of-trustees-meeting-minutes.html
http://uussd.org/index.php/board-of-trustees-meeting-minutes.html
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and the BOT. Joanne brought up a concern to add to the list — a Succession Plan for committee chairs. 
Gary’s concern is the five-year financial plan and the Board’s Financial Contribution Policy, and he said this 
policy needs to be rewritten.  

       

 Reverend Paula’s Last Sermon, June 18: The BOT will take the lead in arranging the party, which will be 
held on June 18, 2017 after the service. 
 

 From the Floor/Future Agenda Items:  The Board discussed changing the BOT meeting time to 5:30 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of each month. This change was unanimously approved. The next BOT meeting will 
be at 5:30, March 15, 2017. 

 

 Executive Session:  The Board went into Executive session to discuss the Executive Team members and the 
Delmarva Cluster Representative.   

 

REMEMBERING LORI READING — DEVOTED UU AND FORMER UUSD BOARD PRESIDENT 

— Pat Schaeffer 

 

Former UUSD member and Board President, Lori Reading, died on February 13 in North Carolina. Lori leaves 
behind her long-time loving partner, Ken Lund, also a UUSD member, a son and daughter from a previous 
marriage, her granddaughter, and countless others privileged to know her. 
 

Lori and Ken joined UUSD in 2008 after moving to Rehoboth Beach from 
Plainfield, New Jersey where they attended the First Unitarian Society of 
Plainfield (FUSP). Lori was a member of the FUSP congregation for 35 years 
where she served on their Board of Trustees, Women's Alliance (President for 
many years), Religious Education, Program Council, Worship Committee, and 
was the coordinator of countless potluck dinners. Outside of FUSP, Lori served 
13 years as the Executive Director of McCutchen Friends Home, a Quaker-
directed assisted living/nursing home. 
 
A devoted Unitarian Universalist, Lori brought this same sense of commitment 
and service to UUSD where she served on the Membership and Personnel 
Committees, Covenant Group, and was an usher. Lori also served two 
consecutive terms on the Board of Trustees (2009 through 2013), and was 
President of the UUSD Board from July 2010 through June 2011. In running for 
the Board of Trustees, Lori said that it was during her time at McCutchen in 
New Jersey that she had developed the communication and leadership skills for 
interaction with the board of trustees, board committees, residents, families, 

and employees. She saw herself as organized, detail-oriented, and with the ability to see the "big picture." 
 
Everyone fortunate to have known Lori will have their own special remembrances of this loving individual whose 
beautiful smile and warm and hearty laugh could light an entire room. But having worked with Lori while she 
was Board president during a time of difficult transitions, and with her as a fellow Board member, I also saw an 
inner resilience and strength with a strong sense of fair play and justice. Two quick examples that I can share 
(and there are many more) —when there were concerns from leaders about whether UUSD could cover the costs 
for our first Emma’s Revolution concert at Toddy’s, Lori smoothed the way so we could invite them. Similarly, 
during uncertainty over whether UUSD should transition to a then new “Leadership Development Committee,” 
Lori “calmed some rough waters” with her leadership and encouragement. For that and much more, Lori, I still 
owe you. 
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In 2011, Lori shared her five-year vision for UUSD when she sought re-election for a second term to the Board of 
Trustees. Lori said she hoped that UUSD would maintain its reputation and pride in being a "warm, friendly and 
welcoming community" as membership increased; that UUSD would be fiscally responsible as it pursued its 
dream to have and develop its own building; and that UUSD would expand its local community outreach. I think 
Lori would be proud of all that has been accomplished as her 2011 vision for UUSD continues to become a reality. 
 
Thank you, Lori, for your dedicated service to UUSD and for your leadership of this congregation. You will live in 
our hearts forever. 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  — RON SCHAEFFER 

 
WHY CARE ABOUT UU HISTORY? 

 
We have had quite a few new members over the last year, and most have little knowledge of our fascinating 
denominational history. I have often been asked why I believe UU history is so important. My answer isn’t so 
much why I may feel UU history is important, but why I do believe historical context for anything to which I am 
willing to invest significant time and effort is important. And for me, a decision to be part of a religious 
community is a big deal. At the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Unitarian and Universalist merger in 
2011, Peter Morales, President of the UUA said, “As I look back on our history and look ahead to our future, I see 
how our past can be either a springboard or a prison. Our history can either trap us or inspire us to set out in 
new directions. The critical thing is what use we make of our past.” 
  
I completely agree with Rev. Morales that learning about our past should be more than just an intellectual 
exercise. It’s nice to know that we have a theological foundation that goes back over five hundred years and is 
actually a global religion today to be found in 29 countries. In fact, the International Council of Unitarians and 
Universalists was created in 1995, and I suspect many UUs here in the U.S. do not know that. When you are a 
small entity among giants, as we UUs are (in terms of numbers), it is easy to be lost or minimized. Most people 
have a sense of a history of Catholicism, Islam, Buddhism, and Judaism, for example, because either the founder, 
or some aspect of the core belief, reflects historical roots. Mohammad, Moses, Jesus, and the Buddha 
immediately give these religions some historical depth. We have no creed or well-known founder to give a hint 
of history, and our name certainly does not suggest we have been around for five hundred years, or that we were 
even a part of the Protestant Reformation in Europe. For example, when I first joined a UU congregation in 1975, 
I did not know that so many of our Founding Fathers were Unitarian or Universalist, or more importantly, how 
strongly their religious views informed their political and social views at that key juncture in human history in 
establishing a first-time democracy on this Earth. 
 
Returning to Rev. Morales’ comment about “history either trapping or inspiring you,” our history for me has 
actually been quite inspiring in showing a steady evolution of religious thought, and a continuing expansion of 
inclusive involvement of diverse views. Unitarian Universalism has evolved into an ethical and covenantal 
religion, refusing to take the standard path of being a creed-based one. This is both a strength and a weakness, 
and it is why a knowledge of our history is so helpful in order to put our theology in context. It also helps explain 
why it is possible to be a UU-Buddhist, a UU-Pagan, a UU-Hindu, or virtually any kind of other hyphenated faith 
connected UU you may decide to identify as. Modifying your own UU identity with elements from another faith 
tradition signifies the breadth and inclusiveness of our UU community, in which all are free to expand their own 
unique personal faith by incorporating disciplines from all the world religions. Yes, there are limits, and our 
seven principles should be a firm guide as we go through this faith development process. Unitarian Universalism 
does not claim to have all the answers, and in fact, encourages us to reason, challenge, and draw on other 
religious sources. Our history substantiates this. I encourage all of us to understand our history, and to be 
inspired by it as we progress into the future. 
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Personal Note: Lori Reading, a past member of UUSD for over a decade, passed away on February 13 in North 
Carolina. She was a friend and colleague for 20 years. I knew Lori and Ken Lund, her partner, since the mid-Nineties 
at the UU Fellowship in Plainfield, New Jersey. I want to publicly add my loving goodbye to Lori. - Ron Schaeffer 
 
 

COMMITTEE NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

DENOMINATIONAL AFFAIRS 
REGISTER NOW FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2017 IN NEW ORLEANS 

— Ron and Pat Schaeffer, Co-Chairs 
 

The UUA General Assembly will take place on June 21-25 in New Orleans, LA at the Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center. Everyone attending GA must register since only the Service of 
the Living Tradition on Thursday evening and the Sunday Morning Worship 
Service are open to the public.  
 
The theme of this year’s GA is Resist and Rejoice. The Ware Lecturer will be 
Bryan Stevenson, a public interest lawyer and head of the Equal Justice Initiative in 
Alabama. This will be a “Justice GA” with emphasis on race, class, and environment. 

This is a great opportunity to learn more about Unitarian Universalism through hundreds of workshops, enjoy 
great music, and participate in daily worship services. Join the expected 4,000 UUs in a truly transformative 
experience.  
 
It is particularly important to know that GA housing reservations (hotel and local UU home hospitality) 
will open up on Wednesday, March 1 at 10:00 AM EST. For those planning to go to GA in June, you need to 
make hotel reservations on or about March 1 through the UUA reservation system online 
(http://generalassembly.blogs.uua.org/ga-housing/general-assembly-housing-reservations/) or by 
phone at 617-948-4209, in order to assure a reservation — accommodations are generally limited and 
rooms may go fast.  
 
Here is the list of hotels with which the UUA has arranged for special rates for a party of two: 

 Double Tree New Orleans by Hilton: $149/night (12 minute walk to Center) 

 Embassy Suites New Orleans Convention Center: $159/night (5 minute walk) 

 Hampton Inn & Suites Convention Center: $155/night (5 minute walk) 

 Hilton Garden Inn Convention Center: $159/night (5 minute walk) 

 Hilton New Orleans Riverside: $155/night (8 minute walk) 

 Hyatt Place: $159/night (across the street) 

 Loews New Orleans Hotel: $155/night (8 minute walk) 

 Omni Riverfront Hotel: $159/night (5 minute walk) 

Registration for GA also starts on March 1, and should be done before May 1 to avoid late registration rates 
(shown in parentheses) as follows: 

 Adult full-time: $360 ($415 after May 1) 

 Adult one-day: $140 ($160 after May 1) 

 Youth fulltime (grades 9 to 12): $215 ($245 after May 1) 

 Youth one-day: $90 ($105 after May 1) 

For additional information, see members of the Denominational Affairs Committee — Ron and Pat Schaeffer, 
Betty Metzler, Mac Goekler, and Gary Colangelo. 
 

http://generalassembly.blogs.uua.org/ga-housing/general-assembly-housing-reservations/
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STEWARDSHIP 
MARCH IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH:  UUSD, WHERE LOVE LIVES! 

Joanne Saltzberg, Member 
 
Stewardship is a spiritual practice that is about more than money. Our beloved congregation practices good 
stewardship year-round by protecting the time, talent, and gifts that provide for our mission and principles to 
live in a world so much in need of them. We do it with passion and energy because UUSD truly is where love 
lives, and we love aloud as can be attested to by any Sunday service attendee! 
 
Our congregation is also a good financial steward — year after year rising to the annual call for pledges. These 
monetary promises are the dependable dollars that anchor the coming year’s operating budget and pay for land 
and building expenses, salaries, the contribution to sustain UUA, and the essential work of our committees. They 
must be in place before the Board and congregation can approve a budget. 
 
In 2017, March will be the month that members and friends determine what financial support we can commit to 
UUSD, a spiritual community that is at the heart of our lives. In our new budget year, starting July 1, stewardship 
pledges will represent 82% of the operating budget; the balance is provided by plate collections and fundraising.  
 
The annual budget reflects what our congregation hopes to protect and provide for in the coming year. The 
budget is projected to rise almost 20% because UUSD has more annual growth to celebrate and sustain. We will 
have a settled minister, hire badly needed administrative support, take on the entire mortgage payment now that 
the Capital Campaign is over, and fund growth in our ministries. Certainly, it will be a stretch, but the generosity 
of UUSD has always made growth possible. 
 
Two years ago, our sanctuary was a hole in the ground, and there was great uncertainly about this new property 
and building. How were we going to do it? we asked. Will anyone come? Well, today our biggest problem is more 
growth! This happened because of the belief and commitment of this loving community. As you fill out your 
pledge form, think not just of how far UUSD has come, but the possibilities for good that exist.  
  
Oprah Winfrey said, “The future is so bright it burns my eyes.” A big UUSD amen to that! 
 

LAND & BUILDING COMMITTEE (L&BC) 
RAPID GROWTH FIRST RESPONSE — MORE PARKING 

— Allan Cairncross, Co-Chair 

 
These are exciting times. Our attendance has grown so fast that half of 
the time lately we have not had enough available parking. This is 
wonderful, but if we want to continue to grow, we need more parking 
spaces to be welcoming. This led to the rebirth of the Land and 
Building Committee, which is now in charge of capital projects to 
expand and improve our church. 

 
The first goal is to provide enough parking spaces to match the seating 
capacity of the sanctuary. Based on recent experiences, we need to 
increase from our current 87 permanent spaces to around 140 spaces. 
Fortunately, UUSD has a plan previously approved by the county for up  

 to 124 permanent spaces. With Board approval, some tree work and 
yeoman help by Jeff Cordiano, L&BC, at very low cost and in less than a 

month, added 37 new temporary spaces in the approved locations by moving cement parking bumpers to mark 
the spaces on the grass. We now have 124 spaces. This is close enough for now. 

(Photo submitted by Allan Cairncross) 
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This was just in time. On February 12 the Southern Delaware Chorale performed at 3:00 p.m. bringing 225 people 
into the sanctuary (55 performers on stage and 160 adults and about 10 kids on the floor) — and 140 cars! With 
the help of parking greeter, Claire O’Meara, and assistants, this went very smoothly with about 12 cars diverted to 
the East lawn for overflow. 
 
Next, Pennoni Associates was hired to prepare plans for converting the grass spaces to permanent spaces, give a 
cost estimate, and prepare bidding documents. Now we will need to come up with the capital money to build 
them. So far, the grass spaces are very nice, and there is no urgency to convert to permanent spaces. We’ll have 
to see how these survive wet weather and traffic. 
 
Please share your thoughts about what else UUSD needs to do to respond to rapid growth. L&BC is already 
thinking about “the next steps.” L&BC members are:  co-chairs Allan Cairncross and Jean Charles, Jeff Cordiano, 
Gary Schmidt, Kris Acker, Walt Smith, Gabriel Zepecki, and John Sykes. 
 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
REMINDER:  NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCESS 

— Lee Summerville, Chair 
 
Self-nominations or nominations by another member for openings on the Board or on the Leadership 
Development Committee are being accepted through April 1, 2017. The Self-Nomination form is available on the 
website in the member-only section at http://uussd.org/index.php/self-nomination-process.html or can be 
obtained from the Leadership Development Committee: Lee Summerville, Chair; Kath Johnson; and Ruth 
Lamothe.   

UUSD MEMBERS:  SELF-NOMINATION FORMS ON WEBSITE:  Information about the individuals who file self-
nomination forms for open Board and LDC positions may be found in the member-only website section at: 
http://uussd.org/index.php/self-nomination-process.html). This information will be updated as members submit 
their self-nominations for open positions on the Board and Leadership Development Committee. 

SOCIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (S&EJ) 
— Don Peterson, C0-Chair 

 
New Leadership for the Committee:   I am very happy to report that effective at our Committee's February 
meeting, we confirmed Susan Goekler to serve as Co-Chair. Beginning in July 2017, Susan will become the Chair 
of the Committee when I step down. Susan brings a wide range of social justice and leadership experience at 
both the congregational and denominational levels. For the past several years, Susan has served as the Chair of 
the Commission on Social Witness for UUA, where she has the always difficult and often controversial 
responsibility to shepherd through General Assemblies a wide array of Actions of Immediate Witness, 
Congregational Study Action Issues, and Statements of Conscience. All of us on the Committee are very grateful 
that Susan has agreed to take on the leadership role. Please extend to her your best wishes and congratulations!   
 
UUSD Joins the DE Civil Rights Coalition: At its meeting on February 14, the Board of Trustees officially joined 
this newly-formed Coalition, which includes over 30 nonprofit and nonpartisan organizations state-wide that 
have pledged to come together in a united response to counter with one voice the growing threat of 
discrimination and hate in the nation and Delaware.  
 
Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester visits UUSD:  Speaking of the DE Civil Rights Coalition, on February 
25, Delaware's new Congresswoman met with members of the Coalition at UUSD. This is the first time that a U.S. 
legislator has visited UUSD, and we were proud to be her host! A near-capacity crowd, including many UUSDers, 

http://uussd.org/index.php/self-nomination-process.html
http://uussd.org/index.php/self-nomination-process.html
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heard about the many civil liberties and human rights concerns of the Coalition from representatives of many of 
the threatened and oppressed communities. In an interactive exchange with the attendees, Ms. Blunt Rochester 
pledged her strong support. 
 

 

 
Share the Love Sunday: On February 26, the S&EJ Committee presented its annual service highlighting UUSD's 
commitment to social justice. The sermon was delivered by the staff and clients of the nonprofit organization 
The Way Home, which provides re-entry services to ex-prisoners who have served their sentences and are 
looking to start a new life. UUSD heard from both the staff and the clients of this worthy program, which has a 
very successful track record in reducing prison recidivism. The organization was also the beneficiary of UUSD's 
new Share the Plate Sunday program, where 50% of the offering (over and above pledged amounts) is donated to 
an organization. This will become a regular monthly feature at UUSD starting in July 2017. We want to thank all 
who participated for their amazing generosity. 
 
New Jim Crow Discussion Groups at UUSD: On February 23, UUSD, in partnership with the Southern 
Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice, will begin a four-part series of discussions on the book The New Jim 
Crow:  Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. Forty people from across Sussex County, including several 
UUSD members, are participating in the discussion, which is being led by a diverse group of six facilitators. The 
discussion groups will continue on a bi-weekly basis through April 6.   
 
UPDATE:  Sussex County Refugee Resettlement Coalition: The family sponsored by the Coalition working 
with Jewish Family Services has arrived in the U.S. and is getting settled in temporary housing. Respecting that 
any refugee might need time and space to adjust and probably has some healing to do, we will not be sharing 
details about the family or their whereabouts for now. The Coalition is looking for permanent housing, 
preferably in mid to western Sussex County. It must be something that a new resident could afford ($700/month 
is a guide). If you are aware of a place that you think might be suitable, please let Claire O’Meara or Susan 
Goekler know about it with contact information. Claire and Susan are serving as the liaisons to the Coalition 
from UUSD. If you would like to volunteer for this effort, please let them know. Karen Lunstead and Lew 
Maurer have the lead (with a representative from Epworth UMC) in coordinating the transportation needs for 
the family. If you would like to volunteer to be a driver, please contact Karen or Lew. 
 
All Are Invited:  Any UUSD member or friend who wishes to see first-hand what the S&EJ Committee is all 
about is welcome to attend any of our meetings (no commitment required). Our meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of every month at UUSD from 3:00-5:00 p.m. If you would like to join the Social & Environmental 
Justice Committee, we would love to have you. Please contact Don Peterson for more information.  

l to r: Usman Sandhu (Islamic Society of Central Delaware), Paulette Rappa, Charito Calvachi-Mateyko (Coordinator, DE Civil Rights 
Coalition), Rev. Paula Maiorano (Interim Minister at UUSD), Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester, Rev. Aaron Appling, Don 
Peterson (S&EJ Co-Chair), and Diaz Bonville. (Photo submitted by Pat Schaeffer, UUSD Communications). 

mailto:donpetersonde@gmail.com
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A FEW WORDS FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
— Joyce Fitch 

 
Waking the Dead by Scott Spencer is my pick of the month for a good read. The main character is an aspiring 
politician, who lost his love five years previously in a politically motivated car bombing. All of a sudden, he feels 
her presence around him. He thinks he sees her at a distance and gets silent phone calls, among other strange 
things. All this started happening when he began running for Congress. Is he losing his sanity or is it real? The 
action and the suspense last until the very end. 
 
It is also time to start thinking about changes in our committees and BOT leaders. If you think you would like to 
take a more active role in helping the church, but feel you don’t have the necessary knowhow, why not check out 
a few of the great books we have on “leadership.” There is a whole section of these books on the lower left shelf. 
The following are some excellent examples. 
 

 10 Minute Guide to Leadership by Andrew J. Dubrin is a short book (130 pages) with a lot of “how to” 
suggestions on such topics as:  leading others by setting the right example, inspiring others to accomplish 
results, coaching without criticizing, and building effective teams. 

 Quiet Leadership by David Rock outlines six steps to improving performance by helping people think better 
without telling them what to do.  

 Leadership and Self Deception by The Arbinger Institute explains how people can get out of the box of 
deceiving one’s self. 

  

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
 

FIRST FRIDAY FILMS 

 MARCH 3: BREAKING THROUGH THE CLOUDS  
 

The next First Friday Film will be held on March 3 with the movie Breaking Through the Clouds, the 
award-winning documentary about the first women’s national air derby. The film is an inspiring and true 
story of 20 female pilots, including Amelia Earhart, who defied convention by racing across America for 

nine grueling days in the summer of 1929. The filmmaker gave UUSD special permission to show this film after its 
sold-out showing at the Rehoboth Beach Film Society. A potluck will start at 6:00 p.m., and the movie will begin 
at 7 p.m. Karen Lunstead will lead the discussion following the film. For more information, contact 
FirstFriday@uussd.org.  

 
ADULT EDUCATION 

MARCH 8: DISCUSSION SERIES ON GARDENING WITH NATIVE PLANTS  
— Len Bowman, Co-Coordinator 

  
UUSD will host a three-week discussion series on “Gardening with Native Plants to Sustain Wildlife” starting 
Wednesday, March 8 at 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. The discussions will address the importance of planting native plants 
in the home garden landscape to provide food and habitat for wildlife and sustain healthy ecosystems. It will 
explore how to help reverse the decline in biodiversity starting in backyards.  
 
The discussion series will be moderated by Ptery Iris, who became devoted to native plants when she was serving 
on the Board of the Southern Delaware Botanic Gardens and heard Dr. Douglas Tallamy from the University of 
Delaware speak on the importance of gardening with native plants. Iris has a B.S. in Biology and Science 

mailto:FirstFriday@uussd.org
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Education, and an M.A. in TESOL. She is a retired from teaching middle school science, foreign languages, 
English for Speakers of Other Languages, and elementary school Spanish. 
 

The March 8 discussion will focus on insects and native plants:  why they need each 
other, and why people need them. On March 15, Donna Hoyt, Habitat Steward with the 
Delaware Nature Society, will discuss how to ready and certify gardens as Wildlife 
Habitats, which provide the resources needed by birds, butterflies, bees, and other 
wildlife. The last discussion on March 22 will focus on natives, exotics, and invasives: 
what and how to plant, and what not to plant (instead, to actively eliminate).   
 
Advance registration is not required. A one-time $10 donation is requested for the 
course. For more information, contact Len Bowman: AdultEducation@uussd.org or 443-
286-3495. 

 
 

ADULT ENRICHMENT 
MARCH 10:  FIBER MUT CLUB TO MEET 

— Alex LeClaire 
 

The Fiber Mutt Club will meet on Friday, March 10 at 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Fiber Mutts welcomes new pups 
(beginners) and golden-agers (experienced) alike! Share your fiber enthusiasm! Join us for a ‘Yarn-day-vu’!  Bring 
any fiber art project (knitting, crocheting, spinning, etc.) to work on that travels easily with no special needs. Our 
purpose is camaraderie with like-minded fiber artists. We meet once a month, keeping the second Friday at 4:30 
p.m. – 6:30 p.m. where possible. The March Theme is Fashion Show and “Personhood of the Traveling Fiber” 
update. 
 
Important: If you have a crafted item of clothing made by your loving hands that you would like to donate to 
potentially become part of an ensemble, please bring them! What this is not: you will not be wearing, showing, 
or displaying your garment. You will not be embarrassed. You do not have to participate. 

What this is: You will show and describe your hand-made item. Should you choose to donate the item, it will be 
lovingly and craftily merged into an ensemble or incorporated into a garment to be somehow made available to 
the public and participants in the UU Fashion Show fundraiser that is being held on March 25. Please do not take 
offense, but we do reserve the right to return your item. 

No pressure. You are welcome to simply come and enjoy the fun and camaraderie of our pack. For more 
information, contact Alex LeClaire. 

 
FUNDRAISING 

MARCH 10 AND 12: REHOBOTH CONCERT BAND PERFORMANCES 
— Kris Acker, Chair 

 
We are very pleased to announce two upcoming concerts with the Rehoboth Concert Band. Our own UUSD 
member Kay Creech has brought the Rehoboth Concert Band to perform right here at UUSD. The concerts will 
be held Friday evening, March 10, 7:00 p.m. and Sunday afternoon, March 12, 4:00 p.m. The concerts’ theme 
is “Superstar Composers from Baroque to Contemporary” and will be featuring guest pianist, Doug Yetter, on 
Beethoven's RONDO from Concerto No. 2 in B flat. Tickets are $20 and may be purchased online at Brown Paper 
Tickets (http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655) or call Kris at 610-248-1749. If they are still 
available, tickets may be purchased at the door.  

 
 

mailto:AdultEducation@uussd.org
mailto:normanleclaire@gmail.com
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655
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SOCIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
MARCH 18:  SOLITUDE AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 

— Don Peterson, Co-Chair 
 

On Saturday, March 18 at 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., UUSD’s Social & Environmental Justice Committee and the 
Thomas Merton Society Interfaith Chapter of Southern Delaware will co-sponsor an event entitled “Solitude and 
Social Engagement:  Lessons from Music and Merton.” Professor Dr. Christopher Pramuk is an Associate 
Professor of Theology at Xavier University and its Institute for Spirituality and Social Justice. A lifelong musician, 
Dr. Pramuk will lead a shared music meditation and draw from his own experience of music and his study of 
Merton to explore the fluid boundaries between solitude, prayer, and social engagement. An esteemed Thomas 
Merton scholar, Dr. Pramuk’s presentation will open hearts and minds and help attendees to build bridges across 
racial lines on a foundation of core spiritual values. The event will held at UUSD and is open to the public at no 
charge. For more information, contact Don Peterson.   
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
MARCH 18 AND 25:  UU101 CLASS  

Betty Kirk and Len Bowman, Coordinators 
 

Rev. Paula, Len Bowman, and Betty Kirk will be offering two three-hour sessions on UU and UUSD beliefs and 
values, history, and governance on March 18 and March 25 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The class is offered to 
anyone interested in learning more about the UU religion. Lunch will be served. A sign-up sheet can be found in 
the Gathering Space. For more information, contact Betty Kirk. 
 

FUNDRAISING 
MARCH 25:  A RAINBOW OF FASHION 

— Sue O’Brien, Member 
 

Move over Project Runway! The Fundraising Committee is pleased to announce a Rainbow 
Tea and Fashion Show on Saturday, March 25 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Guests are 
invited to share in this unique event, which includes a light luncheon, dessert, and tea, with 
vegetarian options available. 
 
Uniquely themed baskets will be raffled during the program. The highlight of the day will be our very own UUSD 
Spring Fashion Show featuring fashion from the locally popular Blooming Boutique with stores in Lewes, 
Rehoboth, Milford, and the soon-to-be-open store in Long Neck. Owner Michiko Seto is pleased to work with us 
coordinating our premier event in the world of fashion, and she will be present to narrate the show. Our very 
own models will wear Spring Fashion from the upcoming season and will be outfitted head-to-toe. We plan to 
showcase and celebrate our diversity in this co-ed show so naturally we hope to attract a co-ed audience. Come 
see some familiar faces and a few surprises. Rumor has it that there will be a cameo appearance by a UUSD Fiber 
Artist!  
 
Tickets are $15; advance sales only. Tickets may be purchased online at uussd.org or at BrownPaperTickets 
(http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655). Please join us for fun and fashion as we “strut down the 
runway” on March 25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:donpetersonde@gmail.com
mailto:ejkirk@verizon.net
http://uussd.org/
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2837655
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FUNDRAISING 
MARCH 29:  CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 

— Karen Lunstead, Member 
 

Please join us on Wednesday, March 29, for our monthly crafting get-together in the gathering area, 10:00 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m. Bring your own project to work on for our November faire or help with other crafts. It's a fun time for 
one and all, and we go out to lunch at a local restaurant afterwards. For information, contact Jane Miller, or 

Karen Lunstead. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 APRIL 8, 15, 22, AND 29:  UU SEVEN PRINCIPLES 

— Betty Kirk and Len Bowman, Coordinators 
 

Beginning on Saturday, April 8 from 10:00 a.m. to noon, and running for four classes, ending on April 29, 

Rev. Paula Maiorano, UUSD Interim Minister, and Betty Kirk will facilitate in-depth discussions of our UU 

seven principles. The fee for the class is $22, which includes $12 for a book on the principles. For more 
information, contact AdultEducation@uussd.org.   
 

FUNDRAISING 
APRIL 22:  THE BIG TOP AUCTION  

— Kris Acker, Chair 
 

Welcome one and all to our BIG TOP AUCTION. The circus is coming to UUSD so get ready for a fun event. 
There will be lions, clowns, and gorillas, oh my, and who knows what else will appear. The date is Saturday, 
April 22, and we have a new time schedule this year. The BIG TOP AUCTION will start at 3:00 p.m. in the 
afternoon. 
 
There will be three sections of tangible goods and 
events as always for the silent auction. The first 
section will close for bidding at 3:45 p.m., the 
second section at 4:05 p.m., and the last closes at 
4:25 p.m. 
 
The live auction will begin at 4:30 p.m. with our 
Ring Master Auctioneer, Donna Dolce. At 5:30 
p.m., a potluck dinner (yes, please bring something 
to share) will be served to all attending while our 
data entry people get ready for check out to begin 
at 6:15 p.m. 
 
It is time to think about what you want to donate to this year's auction. We need you to make this auction a 
success. Would you like to have a dinner, offer a service (transportation, pet care, etc.), create special handmade 
items (knitting, jewelry etc.), prepare delicious baked goods, or donate special items you think will work. You 
can also ask your favorite restaurant, hairdresser, or pet groomer for a gift certificate for our auction. We have 
receipts available to give to your donor. If you have any questions about your donations, please see Sharon Herb.  
 
Mark your calendars:  THE BIG TOP AUCTION is Saturday, April 22, 3 p.m. And, think what you would like to 
donate. Thank you.  
  

mailto:sailor4428@gmail.com
mailto:AdultEducation@uussd.org
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MARCH HIGHLIGHTS & FUTURE EVENTS 

 
MARCH 1, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. 
General Assembly Registration Opens 
Contact:  Ron Schaeffer 
 
MARCH 3, Friday, 6:00 p.m.  
First Friday Film  — Breaking Through the 
Clouds 
Contact:  FridayFilms@uussd.org 
 
MARCH 6, Monday, 7:00 p.m.  
Book Group:  Hope in the Dark:  Untold Histories, 
Wild Possibilities by Rebecca Solnit. The author 
makes a radical case for hope as a commitment to 
act in a world where the future seems uncertain and 
unknowable. Facilitator: Alex LeClaire.   
Contact: Bobbi Dunham 
 
MARCH 6, 13, 20, & 27, Mondays at 6:45-8 p.m. 
Gentle Yoga Ongoing Class – All Levels 
Contact:  Holly Piper-Smith 
 
MARCH 10, Friday, 7:00 p.m. 
Rehoboth Concert Band Performance 
(Fundraiser) 
Contact:  Kris Acker 
 
MARCH 10, Friday, 4:30 — 6:30 p.m. 
Fiber Mutt Club 
Contact: Alex LeClaire 
 
MARCH 12, Sunday, 4:00 p.m. 
Rehoboth Concert Band Performance 
(Fundraiser) 
Contact:  Kris Acker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 15, Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
Contact:  President@uussd.org 
 
MARCH 17, Friday, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Friends and Family Game Night 
Contact: Amber Peterson  
 
MARCH 18 & 25, Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
UU 101 Course 
Contact:  Betty Kirk 
 
MARCH 18, Saturday, 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Solitude & Social Engagement:  Lessons from 
Music & Merton  
Contact:  Don Peterson 
 
MARCH 25, Saturday, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Rainbow of Fashion (Fundraiser) 
Contact:  Kris Acker 
 
MARCH 29, Wednesday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Crafter Get-Together 
Contact:  Karen Lunstead or Jane Miller 
 
APRIL 8, 15, 22, & 29, Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. - Noon 
Seven Principles Course 
Contact:  Betty Kirk 
 
APRIL 22, Saturday, Auction, 3:00 p.m. 
UUSD Auction (Fundraiser) 
Contact:  Kris Acker 
 
 

mailto:rschaeffer5@verizon.net
mailto:FridayFilms@uussd.org
mailto:btdunham@comcast.net
mailto:hpipersmith@gmail.com
mailto:bchnts35@gmail.com
mailto:normanleclaire@gmail.com
mailto:bchnts35@gmail.com
mailto:President@uussd.org
mailto:DLFD@uussd.org
mailto:ejkirk@verizon.net
mailto:donpetersonde@gmail.com
mailto:bchnts35@gmail.com
mailto:ejkirk@verizon.net
mailto:bchnts35@gmail.com
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33Mar 

Staff & Officers  
Interim Minister 
     Rev. Paula Maiorano 
     Email:   Minister@uussd.org 

 Faith Development 
     Amber Peterson, Email:  DLFD@uussd.org 

Music Director 

Dr. Marcie Schiff, 

Email: MusicDirector@uussd.org 

Nursery Teacher 
     Sabina Beaver-Kepner 
 
Board of Trustees: 2016-2017 

President: Gary Colangelo 

 Email: President@uussd.org  
Vice-President:  Sharon Herb  

Finance Officer: Pat Murdock  

Secretary:  Gwen Johnson  

Members:  Joyce Fitch, Wayne Lunstead, and 

Joanne Saltzberg 

Bookkeeper:  Leah Ann Thompson  
(Direct all bookkeeping, pledge data requests, and related 
financial matters to Pat Murdock, Finance Officer) 

 
 

Send changes in Directory contact information to: 
DirectoryUpdates@uussd.org. 

 
To email a designated person or open a website link in 
the Beacon, move your cursor over the underlined name 
or text and a small hand comes up, simply click on the 
name to open the email or site. 
 

 
 

Board Committee Chairs 
Activities: TBD  
Capital Campaign: Gary Colangelo &  
   Lee Summerville 
Communications: Pat Schaeffer  
   Email:  Communications@uussd.org 
Denominational Affairs: Ron & Pat Schaeffer  
Finance: Joanne Saltzberg & Dan Payne 
   Cloud Society: Dan Payne 
Fundraising: Kris Acker  
Land & Building:  Allan Cairncross & Jean Charles 
Leadership Development: Lee Summerville  
Lifespan Faith Development: Deanna Duby 
   Adult Education: Betty Kirk & Len Bowman 
      Email:  AdultEducation@uussd.org 
   Librarian:  Joyce Fitch 
Long-Range Planning: Joanne Saltzberg 
Membership: Bobbi Dunham  
   Email:  Membership@uussd.org 
Music: Dianne Conine & Margaret Keefe 
Partner Church: Ceil Toth  
Pastoral Care: Jan Daily  
Personnel: Deb Davies 
Property Mgt.: Deanna Duby & Gary Schmidt 
   Email:  Admin@uussd.org 
   Energy Team: Email: Energy@uussd.org   
   Landscape Management:  Dianne Conine &         
   Margaret Keefe 
   Rental & Usage:  Pat Murdock 
Social & Environmental Justice: Susan Goekler &  
Don Peterson; Email:  SocialJustice@uussd.org 
Stewardship: Jean Charles 
Worship: Jean Charles  

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Ministerial Search:  Jean Charles  
Small Group Ministry: Bobbi Dunham  
 

UUSD WEBSITE uussd.org          
Webmaster Administrators: Alleane Taylor & 
Margaret Keefe 
   Email:  WebsiteAdmin@uussd.org 
Website Content Administrator: Pat Schaeffer 

 

FACEBOOK 
Administrator: Pat Schaeffer  
Editors:  Joanne Saltzberg & Alleane Taylor 

    
NEWSLETTER  
       Editor at Large:  Pat Schaeffer 

Copy Editors: Linda Palmer, Lead; Sue Brown 

 Newsletter Articles due the 20th of each month to 
Pat Schaeffer. 

 Publicity requests to Pat Schaeffer 

 Order of Service notices by Wednesday to Anni 
Wood and Jean Charles with a copy to Pat Schaeffer  

 Weekly Community Updates by Thursday to Jean 
Charles.  

 Website Calendar Updates to Jean Charles as 
needed. 
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